
 

 

September 14, 2020 

ASBMB denounces statements made by Assistant Secretary Michael Caputo  

The following is a statement from Benjamin Corb, public affairs director for the American Society for 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology: 
 
ά5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /ŀǇǳǘƻ 
should immediately rescind the baseless accusations he made against federal scientists this weekend in 
a Facebook video. 

  

It is inexcusable for a top government official to claim that government scientists are allowing the 
COVID-мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ǊŜŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 

  

For far too long, the Trump administration has attacked scientists, doctors and public health officials, 
ŜǊƻŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ 
protect the American people and put an end to the pandemic.  

  

Science, much like the SARS-COV-н ǾƛǊǳǎΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǊŜŘ 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǊ ōƭǳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƴŜǿǎ ƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜǎΦ Science is not partisan; science is 
based on facts, logic and reproducibility.  

  

If the Trump administration had devoted time and energy to attacking the virus instead of attacking 
ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/14/us/caputo-virus.html

